
 
 

 

Asking the Right 

Questions 

Cognitive Process Example Question Stem: 

Remember 
(Retrieve relevant 
knowledge from long-term 
memory.) 

Define the term… 
Identify the five major… 
Who is responsible for… 
Write the equation for… 
List the characteristics of…. 

Understand 
(Construct personal 
meaning from instructional 
messages including oral, 
written, and graphic 
communication.) 

Paraphrase important aspects of… 
Explain the causes of… 
Give examples of the concept… 
Write a short summary of this video… 
Classify observed or described cases of … 
Infer grammatical principles from examples… 
Compare historical events to contemporary situations… 

Apply 
(Carry out or use a 
procedure in a given 
situation.) 

Relate the principle of ___ to this situation…. 
Describe an experiment to answer the question… 
Determine _____ using the equation for…. 
Write a short poem using the style of… 
Apply shadowing to produce depth… 

Analyze 
(Break material into 
constituent parts and 
determine how parts relate 
to one another or to an 
overall structure of 
purpose.) 

Identify the assumptions underlying… 
Given the argument for _____ , enumerate the positive and negative 
points presented… 
Analyze the following _______ and determine the frequency of…. 
Given a __________ , identify the necessary components and any 
constraints… 
Determine the author’s point of view in terms of his or her views on... 

Evaluate 
(Make judgments based on 
criteria and standards.) 

Given an argument on this position, enumerate the logical fallacies in 
that argument… 
Given the data available on a research question, take a position and 
defend it… 
Evaluate a work of art, giving reasons in your evaluation… 
On the basis of operating data over the past six months, describe if the 
company in the case study should buy materials from source A or 
source B… 

Create 
(Put elements together to 
form a coherent or 
functional whole, 
reorganize elements into a 
new pattern or structure.) 

Write a logically organized argument in favor of… 
Given a set of data derive a hypothesis to explain them… 
Construct an original work that incorporates five common materials… 
Write a short story relating a personal experience in the style of … 

 


